Anesthesiologists' interest in neonatal resuscitation certification.
To survey graduates from our residency program to determine their involvement and their interest in becoming certified in neonatal resuscitation. Survey questionnaire. Graduates from the University of Pennsylvania Anesthesia Program between 1989 and 1999. 212 individuals completed the residency; addresses were available for 189 and the response rate for these individuals was 156. Of the respondents with obstetric anesthesia responsibilities, 65% have been involved in resuscitation of the newborn. Sixteen percent were certified, but 81% were interested in certification. If the hospital had less than 1000 deliveries per year, the probability of the anesthesiologist having to perform neonatal resuscitation was 11.0 times greater than if the hospital had more than 1000 deliveries per year (confidence interval, 1.4--86). Despite guidelines recommending the contrary, anesthesiologists are involved in the resuscitation of the newborn. The majority of these individuals are not certified but are interested in becoming certified. The ASA should establish programs to offer the opportunity to learn and to reinforce these skills.